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Record Summer Heat To Cause Battery Failures in the Coming Winter

· Extreme and long heat waves take their toll on vehicle batteries
· Even one night of frost can lead to failure
· A battery check at a specialist workshop provides security
Hanover–September 22, 2022 Due to the extreme and long-lasting heat waves this summer, significantly more batteries could fail in the upcoming winter than in previous years. Even in normal years, defective 12-volt batteries are responsible for almost half of all broken-down vehicles. And that applies to both vehicles with combustion engines and modern electric cars. That's why battery manufacturer Clarios urgently advises drivers to have the condition of their low-voltage battery checked at a specialist workshop before the first cold snap.
Heat leads to self-discharge
Despite the last few years having mild winters, the low-voltage battery has further extended its lead over other causes of breakdowns. The main reason for this was downtime due to lockdowns and home office working, where batteries lost their voltage and were not recharged. The hot days of the past summer are now added on top. Because they are what wear out batteries: the high temperatures lead to self-discharge, which ages the battery faster. This has already taken its toll on batteries this year. If battery performance then drops because of the cold and engine starts demand more from the battery, that's too much for old or stressed batteries. Even one night of frost can be enough and the battery can no longer start the engine. And even the warmer winters of the past few years have had an average of more than 50 frosty days. 


One temperature record chases the next 
In the UK, one temperature record followed the next: In Wales, a new all-time record of 37.1 °C was set on July 18, according to the British Meteorological Service, followed by the warmest summer night in the United Kingdom to date in some areas. This was followed the next day by a new record of 40.3 °C at Coningsby military airport, the first time the 40-degree mark had been exceeded. 
Dublin reached 33.1 °C on July 19, the second highest ever recorded in Ireland. However, there is considerable doubt about the reliability of the 1887 measurement, which came in at 33.3 °C. 
"The car battery ages in the heat in summer and dies in winter," advises Angie Mavar, battery expert at Clarios. "Drivers should therefore routinely schedule the annual workshop check of their vehicle battery before the cold season begins."
Safely through the winter
A battery check at a specialist workshop will clarify how much the vehicle battery has suffered this summer and whether it can survive the upcoming winter. Taking your vehicle to a professional workshop will mean they have the necessary expertise to change the battery quickly and safely. They also ensure that the battery is returned to the recycling system, thus minimizing the impact on the environment. To see your nearest workshop, visit: https://www.varta-automotive.com/en-gb/battery-retailers 
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Batteries age in the heat and die in the cold.
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Drivers should have the state of their low-voltage batteries checked in a professional workshop before the cold weather starts.
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Professional workshops ensure that car batteries are recycled so that they have minimum impact on the environment.
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Clarios experts urgently advise a battery check in a professional workshop if any items in this list apply to your vehicle.
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For more information please contact:
Clarios EMEA	
Christian Riedel 
Am Leineufer 51
30419 Hannover
Phone: +49 (0)511 975 1094
E-mail: christian.m.riedel@clarios.com

About Clarios
Clarios is the global leader in advanced, low-voltage battery technologies for mobility. We power progress through ever-smarter solutions for virtually every kind of vehicle. With 16,000 employees in over 140 countries, we bring deep expertise to our Aftermarket and OEM partners, and reliability, safety and comfort to everyday lives. We answer to the planet with a rigorous ESG focus – advancing best-in-class sustainability practices and advocating for them across our industry. We recover, recycle and reuse up to 99% of our battery materials. Clarios is a Brookfield portfolio company.
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Professional workshops ensure that batteries
have minimum impact on the environment

The plastic components
are processed into
polypropylene chips, e.g.
for new battery cases.

©2022Clanos Al Rights Reserved

The lead is melted down
and cast into ingots,
which are then available
for battery production.
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The battery acid can be
converted into fertilizer
and cleaning agents.
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Have your battery

checked ...
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..if the battery in your
caris more than four
yearsold.

...if the last battery
check at the workshop
is already more than
two years old.

...if your car has sat
idle for a long period
or has been moved
only rarely.

..if you often use your
carfor short trips.

.if your car does not
startimmediately.

f the engine sometimes
continues to run at traffic lights
despite start-stop mode.

... if you have retrofitted
many electrical consumers
inthe vehicle.

... if your car was exposed
to high temperatures in
summer.

f you expect a cold winter
orif you are planning a trip
to cold regions.

The more points apply toyour vehicle,
the more urgently we advise a battery
checkiin the workshop.
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